
Five Emmanuel students will travel to 
South Africa from May 22nd to June 
6th to participate in service work 
related to the United Nation’s 
Millennium Development Goals 
(MDGs). The development goals, 
which were established at the U.N. 
Millennium Summit in 2000, were 
created by world leaders with 
aspirations of eradicating poverty, 
hunger and disease in Africa and 
around the world within the next two 
decades.

Seniors LaTeisha Johnson, Jeff Joseph, 
Shardae Parker, Safiya Salandy and 
sophomore Jennifer Marin will work 
with Prince Cedza Dlamini, grandson 
of former South African President 
Nelson Mandela and spokesperson for 
the MDGs, who has worked tirelessly 
to make the UN’s development goals 
a reality. An official spokesperson 
for the MGDs, Dlamini founded the 
Ubuntu Institute for Young Social 
Entrepreneurs in 2005 with hopes of 
bringing American students over to 
Africa for service work. He originally 
caught the attention of Director of 
Multicultural Programs and Associate 
Director of Student Activities Damita 
Davis nearly two years ago when he 
came to Emmanuel to speak about the 
issues surrounding HIV/AIDS and its 
effects on the people of Africa.
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Class of 2007 Candidates for Distinction in the Field Present Work
Sean McKendry was one of roughly 
50 members of the Class of 2007 who 
presented work recently as a 
candidate for Distinction in the Field. 
The presentations, which began April 
23rd and will continue through May 
12th, feature in-depth projects and 
discussions by students from wide-
ranging disciplines. This marks the 
second year the College has held a 
forum for the presentations.

A double major in political science 
and history, McKendry presented as 
a candidate for distinction in both 
fields, beginning with his work entitled 
“When What is Due is Not Given,” 

a discussion regarding the legality of 
President George W. Bush’s detention 
policies on the war on terrorism, on 
April 23rd in the Jean Yawkey Center 
for Community Leadership Conference 
Room. 

Originally written as part of an 
assignment for a class he had last 
spring with Professor of Political 
Science Marie Natoli, McKendry 
worked this past year on updating 
the project, which he presented last 
November at the Northeastern 
Political Science Association

...CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
Sean McKendry, a political science and history major, recently presented

 two projects as a candidate for Distinction in the Field.

The Emmanuel College Theatre Guild performs during one of its April productions of “Company.” 

Emmanuel College’s Performing Arts Department and 
the Theatre Guild have been held for consideration by 
the Kennedy Center American College Theatre Festival 
and nominated for “Outstanding Overall College 
Theatre Production of 2007” in the New England 
Region for their production of “Company.” This marks 
the third time in the past five years that an Emmanuel 
theatre production has been held for award 
consideration.

Three Emmanuel students received individual honors 
by being nominated for the Irene Ryan Excellence in 
Acting Award, given to students in recognition of 

distinction in academic theatre. The students chosen 
were Ryan Hunt, Julie H. D’Alessandro and Alyson 
Trank. 

Additionally, Assistant Professor of English and 
Performance Arts Scott Gagnon, who directed the 
show, has been invited to direct one of the 10 minute 
plays in recognition of outstanding work as a faculty 
director.

In the fall, five of the honored colleges will be selected 
for an encore performance at the festival, which will be 
held at Fitchburg State College in January 2008.

Theatre Guild Nominated for Outstanding College Production
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Center for Mission and Spirituality 
Welcomes Sr. Catherine Patten

Emmanuel Staff and Faculty Complete 11-Week GETfit Challenge 

Boston Globe Writer and Author 
James Carroll Visits Campus 

Dr. Phebe Marr Brings Discussion 
on Iraq to Emmanuel College

The Center for Mission and 
Spirituality welcomed Sister 
Catherine Patten, R.S.H.M., 
Coordinator of the Catholic 
Common Ground Initiative at the 
National Pastoral Life 
Center in New York City, to 
campus on Wednesday, April 11th. 
Sister Catherine’s topic was “Can We 
Talk? What the Catholic Common 
Ground Initiative Has Learned About 
Dialogue in the Last Ten Years.” 

The College welcomed Dr. Phebe 
Marr to campus on Wednesday, 
April 18th. Dr. Marr, one of the 
most respected experts on Iraq 
today and author of The Modern 
History of Iraq, spoke on “One 
Iraq or Many” in the Janet M. 
Daley Library Lecture Hall. 
Previously, Dr. Marr was a 
member of the Political 
Development section of the Expert 
Working Group advising the Iraq 
Study Group.

Boston Globe writer and author 
James Carroll spoke at Emmanuel 
on March 26th in the Janet M. Daley 
Library Lecture Hall. Carroll 
discussed “A Writer’s Faith: 
Narrative and Spiritual Transforma-

tion” and also met with students 
and faculty the following day for a 
luncheon in the Jean Yawkey Center 
for Community Leadership 
Conference Room.

Sr. Catherine Patten, R.S.H.M
Dr. Phebe Marr

James Carroll talks with members of the Emmanuel community during a luncheon 
in the Jean Yawkey Center for Community Leadership Conference Room.

The Emmanuel Connection
While sophomore Alyssa Hinam was 
helping out at the student session at 
the Society of St. Vincent de Paul in 
Phoenix, AZ, as part of the 
Alternative Spring Break program 
last month, something about her 
caught the attention of one of the 
little boys in the program.

Standing next to Afterschool 
Coordinator Carol Salvatore, the 
youngster began tugging at her 
side and pointing towards Hinam, 
drawn, for some reason, to the blue 
t-shirt she happened to be wearing.

“He kept telling me that someone 
had his t-shirt on,” said Salvatore. 
“I looked down to see he had on 
a striped shirt and no one else was 
wearing that shirt, so at first I didn’t 
get the connection. But of course 
it’s because his name is Emmanuel. 
I explained to him about Emmanuel 
College at which point he said to me, 
‘Someday, I’m going to college.’”

Later that evening, sophomore 
Carolyn Lembo made a point to go 
over and talk to Emmanuel, who still 
couldn’t get over seeing his name 
printed on a shirt.

“He was so excited,” said Lembo. 
“He kept bragging about the name 
of our school to all his friends.”

Two days later when the students 
returned to the program, Emmanuel 
was one of the first to greet them. 
Although the students returned to 
campus just a few days later, the 
happy and energetic youth stayed in 
their thoughts, as a group of them 
pitched in and sent him his very own 

Emmanuel College t-shirt to 
remember them by. 

Needless to say, it made his day.

“It was just a way for us to leave a 
piece of us with him,” said Hinam. 
“It’s great to see someone so young 
with so many dreams and
 aspirations.”

On April 15th the College’s staff and 
faculty wrapped up the inaugural 
GETfit Emmanuel program.

During the 11-week, team-oriented 
fitness challenge that began January 
29th, the 105 participants combined 
for 293,420 minutes worth of 
exercise, which calculates to over 200 
days of health-related effort.

Of the 24 teams that participated, 17 
reached the weekly minimum exercise-
minute threshold during nine of the 
11 weeks, qualifying for awards at the 
completion of the event. Throughout 
the challenge, the exercise threshold 
increased from 100 to 220 minutes of 
fitness-related activity, with each 
participant striving to match or 
surpass the goal. 

Of those who participated in the 
pre- and post-tests which measured 
blood pressure, heart rates, body fat 
percentages and weight, a significant 
drop was calculated in each category, 
proving members of the Emmanuel 
community truly took to the challenge 
of getting fit.

“I am extremely happy with the way 
things turned out,” said Assistant 
Director of Athletics/Head Athletic 
Trainer Sue Scaffidi. “People did an 
absolutely fantastic job. To have 17 
out of 24 teams meet the minimum 
thresholds at least nine out of 11 
weeks is amazing. It has been fun and 
now I am looking forward to improv-
ing things for next year.”

Emmanuel poses for a picture at the 
Society of St. Vincent de Paul while 

wearing his new t-shirt.
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Emmanuel Celebrates 18th Annual International Hospitality Night

Class of 2007 Candidates for Distinction in the Field Present Work

On March 29th, 
a number of 

student groups 
came out to 

provide 
performances 
for the 18th 

Annual 
International 

Hospitality Night 
in the Jean 

Yawkey Center 
gymnasium.

Conference. Expanding his thesis to 
discuss historical oppositions to 
executive detention as well as the 
Military Commissions Act (MCA), 
McKendry was also recently asked to 
present his thesis on April 27th at the 
New England Political Science Annual 
Conference.

While he admits he didn’t originally 
intend to present as a candidate for 
distinction in both majors, he 
eventually convinced himself to go 
through with the effort. His history 
thesis entitled, “The Legal History 
of ‘Separate but Equal,’” which he 

presented on April 25th, provided a 
historiographical look at segregation 
and desegregation in public education.

“Originally I was apprehensive about 
doing two presentations,” he said. 
“But when it came down to it, I had 
already written the political science 
thesis, so there wasn’t any reason why 
I couldn’t do both.”

McKendry was one of just two seniors 
who presented talks in two fields. 
Laura Bean also discussed multiple 
theses, presenting her global studies 
work entitled, “Genocide and the 
Failure of International Policy” on the 
23rd, and her history project, 

“Historical Treatment of the Mau 
Mau Uprising” two days later. 

While discussions took place April 
23-27, students have presented and 
continue to present their work in a 
variety of mediums. Michael 
Flaherty, for instance, presented via 
the poster session, which was held 
April 24th in the Maureen Murphy 
Wilkens Atrium. A biology and 
chemistry double major, he created 
two projects for exhibition, one 
entitled, “The Role of IkBNS in Gene 
Expression upon TCR Activation” and 
the other, “A Computational Studies 
of Copper-Containing Enzyme 
Diamine Oxidase.”

On April 30th at 8:00 p.m. in the 
Auditorium, Performance Arts major 
Jessica Walsh will perform her work, 
“A Little Night Music.” The 
presentation events will close with an 
art exhibition, with students work on 
display in the Saint Joseph Hall Foyer 
from May 4-12. The opening will take 
place Friday, May 4th from 5:30–
7:30 p.m.

To learn more about the students and 
for a schedule of the event, visit www.
emmanuel.edu/commencement/presen-
tations.

Continued from Page 1
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2007 commencement

“He mentioned his desire in bring-
ing American students to Africa and I 
asked him to please consider 
Emmanuel in the initiative,” said 
Davis, who will accompany the 
students on the trip. “During his time 
at Emmanuel he was very impressed 
not only by the mission of the 
College but by the students’ service 
work and what they do to become 
global citizens.”

Last October, Davis and Dlamini met 
to discuss the role Emmanuel students 
could play in furthering the progress 
of the MDGs, specifically focusing 
the direction of the trip on four of the 
eight goals. While most of the group’s 
efforts will center on combating HIV/
AIDS, the students will also 
concentrate on finding ways to 

eradicate poverty, ensure 
environmental sustainability, and 
promote gender equality and empower 
women, an especially important topic 
in Davis’ mind considering where the 
students are coming from.

“We chose goals that we felt fit the 
mission of the College, and women’s 
empowerment is connected to 
Emmanuel’s history,” she said. “Part 
of our history has been in educating 
and empowering women, so I thought 
that was a great initiative for us to 
work on. The other goals involve 
things that our students have shown 
interest in and some that students have 
already worked on in the past.”

After the trip was approved in 
February, the five students were chosen 
by a group of staff members through 
an application process, with each 

student raising $3,000 to attend. 

To help defer the costs, the group has 
held a number of raffles, sold 
refreshments at a fashion show on 
campus, and sent letters to friends and 
family asking for support. They plan 
to hold at least two more large-scale 
fundraisers before the end of the 
academic year as well, as they are still 
in the process of reaching their goals.

“When we got approval for the trip 
we started to draft as many ideas for 
fundraising as possible,” said Marin. 
“I personally went to my high school 
and spoke to the principal about my 
trip and he offered to start a 
fundraiser in my name. We only have 
a few weeks left so we’re hoping for 
support.”

Throughout the two weeks, the five 

students will travel to four different 
service sites to provide aid, including 
the Ikageng Itireleng AIDS Ministry, a 
social service organization dedicated 
to the needs of children orphaned by 
HIV/AIDS. They will also provide 
assistance at Chris Hani Baragwaneth 
Hospital, the largest hospital in the 
world, which treats more than 2,000 
patients per day – nearly half of which 
are HIV positive.

“I know we will be doing a lot of 
service work and there will be heavy 
days and lighter ones,” said Johnson. 
“Overall, I’m looking forward to 
the excitement of just going to South 
Africa, meeting the people, discovering 
the culture and helping to further the 
progress of the Millennium 
Development Goals alongside some 
amazing people.”

Five Students to Travel to South Africa in May for Mission Project
Continued from Page 1

REHEARSAL
Wednesday, May 9th at 5:30 p.m.

Rehearsal for Commencement Day Exercises will 
be held at 5:30 p.m. in the Gymnasium of the 
Jean Yawkey Center. Graduates are expected to 
attend.

BACCALAUREATE LITURGY and 
ACADEMIC AWARDS CEREMONY
Friday, May 11th at 6:00 p.m.

The Baccalaureate Liturgy and Academic Awards 
Ceremony will be held on Friday, May 11th at 
6:00 p.m. under the tent on the College Campus. 
The class of 2007 will meet in the Gymnasium at 
5:15 p.m. wearing academic dress (caps, gowns 
and black shoes). Please note: academic hoods 
are not worn at Baccalaureate Liturgy. The line is 
led by the class officers. Academic Awards will be 
presented at the end of the Liturgy. Any student 
receiving an award will be notified in advance.
This Liturgy is a Eucharistic celebration in the 
Catholic tradition of the College. All graduates 
and families are welcome to attend regardless of 
faith denomination.

GRADUATES’ RECEPTION
Friday, May 11th

A reception for graduates and their guests will be 
held in the Maureen Murphy Wilkens Atrium in 
the Jean Yawkey Center immediately following 
the Baccalaureate Liturgy and Awards Ceremony. 
All members of the College community are 
invited to attend this event.

COMMENCEMENT DAY EXERCISES
Saturday, May 12th at 11:00 a.m.

Commencement Exercises will be held under the 
tent on the College Campus on Saturday, May 
12th, at 11:00 a.m. Graduates will assemble in 
the Gymnasium at 9:45 a.m. wearing academic 

dress. Bachelor candidates wear hoods; master’s 
candidates carry their hoods. The line will form 
alphabetically by degree and marshals will direct.
Faculty will assemble in the AMR at 10:15 a.m. 
wearing academic dress. 

After the degrees have been conferred, a 
representative from the Class of 2007 and a 
graduate from the Graduate and Professional 
Programs will lead the graduates in the turn-
ing of the tassel. Graduates will stand and with 
their right hand turn their tassels. Candidates 
for bachelors degrees will move their tassel from 
front left to front right and candidates for 
master’s degrees will move their tassel from front 
right to back right. All will then be seated.

An outdoor reception will immediately follow 
Commencement exercises for graduates, their 
family and friends and members of the 
Emmanuel College community.

COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER & 
HONORARY DEGREE RECIPIENT

Jon Meacham, editor of Newsweek maga-
zine, will be the Commencement Speaker. Mr. 
Meacham will receive an Honorary Degree from 
the College, along with Dr. Jim O’Connell and Sr. 
Sylvia Thibodeaux, SSF.

As the editor of Newsweek, Jon Meacham 
supervises the magazine’s coverage of politics, 
international affairs, and breaking news, and 
has written cover stories on politics, religion, 
race, guns in America, and the death of Ronald 
Reagan. Under Meacham’s leadership, News-
week has twice (2001, 2003) won the National 
Magazine Award for General Excellence — the 
industry’s highest honor. An accomplished 
author, Mr. Meacham’s American Gospel: God, 
the Founding Fathers, and the Making of a Na-
tion, released in April of 2006, as well as 
Franklin and Winston: An Intimate Portrait of an 

Epic Friendship (2003), were NY Times best-
sellers. In 2001, he edited Voices in Our Blood: 
America’s Best on the Civil Rights Movement.

HONORARY DEGREE RECIPIENTS

Dr. Jim O’Connell is the President and Street 
Physician of Boston Health Care for the Home-
less Program, an organization he helped to found 
in 1985. He is nationally recognized as one of 
the preeminent experts on homelessness and 
healthcare and highly regarded for his decades of 
service to Boston’s homeless. A graduate of the 
University of Notre Dame, Dr. O’Connell earned 
his master’s degree in philosophy and theology 
from Cambridge University in England, and his 
medical degree from Harvard Medical School.

Sister Sylvia Thibodeaux, SSF is recognized in 
New Orleans and beyond for leading the Sisters 
of the Holy Family through a time of profound 
crisis following the devastation of Hurricane 
Katrina. Prior to her service as Superior General, 
Sister Sylvia taught in Boston and for 18 years 
she served in Nigeria establishing a diocesan 
order of sisters in the Archdiocese of Benin City. 
Sister Sylvia is a founding member of the Black 
Sisters’ Conference of the United States and is a 
member of the board of directors of the Center 
for Applied Research in the Apostolate (Cara) at 
Georgetown University.

TICKETS

Each graduate will receive five (5) formal 
announcements and three (3) tickets for seating 
under the tent. The formal announcements are 
not tickets. Each ticket admits one person. Seat-
ing under the tent is limited; however, there will 
be additional seating outside the tent with a clear 
view of the Commencement platform. Invitation 
packets are available in the Academic Dean’s of-
fice in the Administration Building, Room 209. 



There was something about teaching 
in the Emmanuel College 
Advancement Program (ECAP) that 
just agreed with Adjunct Professor 
Mary Usovicz and her teaching style. 
As she described it, it was just “a very 
good marriage.”

Back in 1991 when ECAP had just 
been formed, Usovicz was teaching at 
Salem State when she saw an 
advertisement for adjunct professor 
openings in the College’s new 
accelerated adult education program. 
A revolutionary concept at the time, 
Usovicz was immediately intrigued by 
the sound of the program and decided 
to apply in hopes of joining Emmanuel 
as an ECAP facilitator.

During the interview process, 
Usovicz was asked to set up a class-
room situation to allow her 
interviewers to experience her teaching 
style directly. Her instinctive hands-on, 
interactive approach to education 
immediately struck a cord.

“I was told it was exactly what they 
were looking for,” said Usovicz. “It 
was just the natural way I taught and 
developed my classroom. ECAP has 
allowed me to teach the way I have 
always thought adult learners should 
be taught. They have real-life 
experiences and you need to find a 
way to relate their experiences into the 
classroom.”

In a more traditional-styled program, 
Usovicz admits she often felt limited in 
her ability to create a fully interactive 
environment. Hoping to move away 
from the “one dimensional” feeling 
she got from teaching such classes, she 
was excited about the challenge ECAP 
could provide in terms of finding ways 
to maintain students’ attention over 
the longer weekly class meetings.

“With four hours you can accomplish 
more,” she said. “I feel that people 
learn more and retain more and we’re 

not restricted by time constraints.

“But you have to find ways to keep it 
exciting,” she added. “You can’t just 
get up there and lecture until 10 p.m. 
after students have been working all 
day. It’s not just anybody that can do 
this type of facilitator work.”

As one of the original adjunct 
professors in ECAP, Usovicz has not 
only had the privilege of seeing the 
program grow from the ground up, 
she herself has provided the water to 
help it grow. Having implemented and 
designed a number of class modules 
throughout the years, on top of 
assisting in the hiring of the program’s 
professors, Usovicz has played a 

key role in ECAP’s entire 16-year 
existence. While she has seen some 
changes within the program during her 
time at the College, one thing that has 
remained unvarying for her has been 
her appreciation for the program.

“Emmanuel does a tremendous service 
to these individuals,” said Usovicz. 

“With traditional programs, it could 
take a student five years to complete a 
degree, and to think of investing that 
sort of time can be overwhelming. 
Emmanuel allows students to get 
something they really deserve in a 
more reasonable amount of time.

“I have a tremendous investment in 
seeing these adult learners achieve 
their goals,” she added. “I have found 
that 99% of the people that come to 
Emmanuel are talented people with a 
lot of knowledge that just haven’t been 
able to advance because they don’t 
have that degree. Everyone who I have 
taught has been able to advance once 
they got over that hurdle. I love to do 
anything I can to help these students.”
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gpp news

UPCOMING 
EVENTS/
IMPORTANT 
DATES

A dinner reception for 
GPP graduates will be 
held on Wednesday, May 
9th at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Auditorium.

The Pinning Ceremony for 
BSN candidates will be 
held Thursday, May 10th 

at 5:30 p.m. in the 
Chapel. A reception will 
follow in the Auditorium.

Changes in the 
Framingham location will 
continue through the 
summer. All courses will 
be held at The Marriot 
Residence Inn, 400 Staples 
Drive, Framingham, MA. 

After 16 Years with Emmanuel, Usovicz Still Enthusiastic About ECAP

“ECAP has allowed me to teach the way I 
have always thought adult learners should be 
taught.” 
					     – Mary Usovicz

Summer 1, 2007
Boston

MSM/HRM 9030.05
Business Research Methods

Thursdays, 6-10 p.m.

Summer 2, 2007
Andover

MGMT 7109.0A
Corporate Financial 

Management
Tuesdays, 6-10 p.m.

Fall 2, 2007
Foxboro/Mansfield

ENGL 6205.0D
Introduction to Literature 

Wednesdays, 6-10 p.m.

Spring 1, 2008
Woburn

HRM 9035.08
Compensation and Benefits

Wednesday, 6-10 p.m.

GPP Classes Added for 2007-08

GPP is currently seeking nominations from students for Outstanding 
Faculty Person of the Year. To nominate a member of the faculty visit 

www.emmanuel.edu/gpp/contact/nominate.asp.

Nominate A Faculty Person

Mary Usovicz has been a facilitator with ECAP since its inception in 1991.
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Graphics Class Participates in American Poster Institute Contest
Recently, members 
of Assistant 
Professor of Art 
Chris Jackson’s 
Graphic Design class 
participated in the 
American Poster 
Institute’s “Flatstock 
Poster Show Series” 
Student Contest, a 
national showcase 
highlighting some 
of the nation’s top 
poster artists. As 
part of a class 
assignment, the 
students designed 
posters for the 
contest, which were 
then judged by a 
panel of American 
Poster Institute 
directors and 
current artists. 
Jackson viewed 
the project as a 
great way to “gain 
exposure beyond the 
classroom” and was 
pleased that a num-
ber of his students 
work was placed on 
the contest’s Web 
site. Here are a few 
examples of the 
students’ work:

Emmanuel College students’ work for the Flatstock design contest, clockwise from top 
left: Carlos Escobar, Maria Read, Sarah Babetski and William Murray



Carolyn Ferrick ’08 has long known 
that after graduating from Emmanuel 
she wants to pursue a career in 
dentistry. During spring break, she 
took the initiative to get hands-on 
experience that related to her desired 
career path, all the while providing 
service to disadvantaged families in a 
foreign country.

Through International Service 
Learning (ISL), a program which 
allows students to participate in
international health care field service 
in a variety of disciplines, Ferrick spent 
nine days in rural Mexico as part of 
ISL’s medical health team, providing 
aid to patients via clinics set up in 
local churches. Paired up with a group 
of 15 students from Georgetown 
University, Ferrick says she originally 
learned of the program a year and a 
half ago while attending a summer 
program for pre-dental students at the 
University of Pennsylvania.

 “Some of the dental students had 
talked about the program so I decided 
to learn more about it,” she said. “I 
wanted to do some type of service 
activity and I thought the opportunity 
to do international service would be 
worthwhile.”

Working closely with the group’s lead 
doctor, Dr. Adrian Mendoza, Ferrick 
practiced examining and diagnosing 
patients while checking their vitals and 
heart rates. Although she admitted 
that the language barrier posed a slight 
challenge, she also said the chance 
to witness first-hand the poverty of 
another country was something she 
wouldn’t soon forget.

“Culturally, it was amazing to not 
only be in another country, but such 
a rural and poor area,” said Ferrick, 
who studies under the Pre-Health 
Professions Preparation Program and 
also works as a Resident Assistant on 
campus. “Plus, we were able to give 

the people proper care and medical 
attention, some of which they don’t 
have the ability to get all year long.”

While Ferrick, who received academic 
credit for participating in the program, 
originally hoped to sign up for the 
dental health team (ISL offers field 
service trips in eight different health 
care fields including optical, public 
health, nursing, veterinary, pharmacy 
and physical therapy), she was placed 
into the medical unit after ISL was un-
able to field enough interested students 
for a dental-related trip to Costa Rica. 
Although she enjoyed the “pre-med” 
field operation in Mexico, next year 
she hopes to explore service related 

more specifically to dentristy. She’d 
also love to see a group of her college 
peers join in on the experience.

“This program is a great way to reach 
out and get experience in your specific 
area of interest,” she said. “It’s 
important to get involved and this 
program will show you first-hand the 
kinds of things you’ll be doing in your 
field.”

Assistant Professor of Biology Josef 
Kurtz, who also serves as the Chair of 
the Pre-Health Professions Advisory 
Committee, feels that involvement in 
programs such as ISL would provide 
Emmanuel students with invaluable 

experience as well. He expressed 
enthusiasm at the thought of sending a 
group of students through the program 
in the future.

“I think it would be fantastic,” he 
said. “Trips like this allow students 
to see that studying medicine is not 
just about textbooks, and that having 
knowledge in other fields beside 
biology are often as important in find-
ing ways to better provide health care.

“One of the difficulties in pursuing 
a career in the health professions is 
remembering what the final goal is,” 
he added. “It’s easy to get 
discouraged by the numerous courses, 
tests, applications, etc. and experiences 
like this help to keep the passion alive. 
Between her work at the Harvard 
Dental School, on campus with the 
Neuro-Immunology Research project, 
or engagement in her classes, Carolyn 
sets a great example of the various 
opportunities that being at Emmanuel 
can offer and how students can take 
advantage of them.”
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Student Travels to Mexico to Participate in Medical Mission Trip

campus news

When 2007 Class President Holly 
Rosa and the senior board members 
got together in the fall to talk about 
their approach to the 2006-2007 
academic year, one topic they 
discussed was how to bring their four-
year experience at Emmanuel College 
full circle. 

Acknowledging the appreciation for 
giving back and helping others that 
the College has fostered within them 
since their arrival on campus nearly 
four years ago, the group decided that 
a Senior Service Day would be an 
appropriate way to end their time as 
Emmanuel students.

On Sunday April 1st, at the 
recommendation of Emmanuel College 
President Sister Janet Eisner, SND, 
Rosa and a number of her fellow 

classmates came together to paint a 
mural in the community room at the 
College’s partner school, Our Lady 
of Perpetual Help Mission Grammar 
School. The design, which features six 

distinct sections, brought to life key 
components of Mission Grammar’s 
mission statement, which focuses on 
educating the whole child, 
intellectually, emotionally, socially and 

spiritually. Students from the 
College began preparing for the 
project earlier in the week, priming the 
walls and sketching the design prior to 
the Sunday event.

“It came out amazing,” said Rosa, 
who hopes to see Senior Service Day 
become a College tradition in the 
future. “This was a goal of ours from 
the beginning of the year and we’re so 
happy we go to do it.

“Service played such a big part of our 
four years at Emmanuel, it was such a 
big part of our education,” she added. 
“This could be the last service we do 
as Emmanuel students and the fact 
that the Class of 2007 could come 
together and do something like this is 
just wonderful.”

Outgoing Class Leaves Final Mark with Senior Service Day Project

“Carolyn sets a great example of the various 
opportunities that being at Emmanuel can 
offer and how students can take advantage of 
them.” 
					     – Assistant Professor Kurtz

Carolyn Ferrick ‘08 spent her spring break in Mexico providing medical aid to poor families as part of 
an International Service Learning (ISL) program.

Members of the senior class paint part of the mural along the walls of the 
community room at Our Lady of Perpetual Help Mission Grammar School.






